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Mathematics for Human Flourishing
Dr. Francis Su gave a very insightful address titled "Mathematics for Human Flourishing". He gave the address on the end of his term as the President of the Mathematical Association of America intending to make people change their views on mathematics (Su, 2017). There have been many perceptions regarding mathematics on who should and not it. After watching this week’s video, I embraced some vital messages. One of the messages that I learned from the video is that anyone can do mathematics. There is no particular person who should think that he or she is inferior in such a way that they cannot handle mathematics. Dr. Francis gives an insightful example of an inmate named Christopher, who became very passionate about learning mathematics despite the environment that he was in. The most exciting thing is that he had been jailed for 32 years, yet he still had the passion for learning mathematics (Su, 2017). For that reason, the main message is that anyone can handle mathematics regardless of the situations or circumstances available.
Another message is the need to help poor students who are struggling to handle mathematics. Some students may have the will and guts to do mathematics despite them being poor in the subject (Su, 2017). In other words, we should be advocates for poor students as a way of helping them to be confident upon handling mathematical concepts. On the same note, it is essential to ensure that the poor students change their attitudes as they approach mathematics, and as such, this will encourage them to love the subject. After watching the video, I embraced the message that mathematics helps people to expand their thinking as they conduct daily activities in their communities. Difficult or challenging situations that face people can be solved easily by the application of mathematical concepts.  
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